
by KAREN DERBY

The Bay Village Board of Educa-
tion approved an amendment to 
its teachers contract that accom-

modates changes to school this fall due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The July 13 
vote and meeting was held virtually in 
accordance with state directives that 
limit gatherings. More than 100 par-
ents, staff and community members 
attended via phone and online.

The current plan is to open school 
buildings on a five-day, Monday-
through-Friday schedule with a variety 
of COVID-19 safety protocols in place. 
Daily schedules will condense learn-
ing into somewhat shorter school days. 
Families who are not comfortable send-
ing their children into school buildings 
with the safety protocols in place have 
the option of accessing a high-quality, 
remote learning program with Bay Vil-

lage Schools teachers.
During the first week of school, 

beginning Tuesday, Aug. 18, students 
will attend for two assigned days in 
the building while attending remotely 
the remaining two days. 

This will allow teachers to work 
with smaller groups during this “slow 
start” to better teach and supervise 
safety protocols. Then the regu-
lar, five-day schedule will begin on 
Monday, Aug. 24.

Safety protocols include frequent 
hand washing, consistent wearing of 
face coverings at all K-12 grade levels, 
maintaining six feet of distance from 
others whenever possible, and intensive 
and frequent disinfecting of high-touch 
surfaces. All the new safety protocols 
are covered in the district report: Bay 
Village City Schools Safe Opening Plan, 
Fall 2020. 

Westlake City Schools has 
announced the appointment 
of Kristina Yako as principal of 

Lee Burneson Middle School. Yako will 
replace Amanda Musselman who is taking 
over as the director of academics K-6.

Yako received her middle school 
teaching license from Ashland Univer-
sity and principal license along with a 
master’s degree from Baldwin Wallace 
University. She previously served as the 
assistant principal at Cloverleaf Middle 
School in Seville, Ohio, where she helped 
the school earn the 2020 National Middle 
Schools to Watch award.

Dedicated to the middle grade stu-
dent, Yako comes to Westlake with exten-
sive experience having taught students 
in grades fifth, sixth and seventh in all 
four core content areas. An innovative 
and passionate leader, Yako is known for 

building genuine connections with stu-
dents, staff and parents. She is a member 
of the Ohio Association of Secondary 
School Administrators where she serves 
on both the Middle School Committee 
and Women in Leadership Committee.

“We are very excited to have Mrs. 
Yako join the Westlake family as prin-
cipal of Lee Burneson Middle School,” 
said Scott Goggin, Westlake City Schools 
superintendent. “Mrs. Yako’s administra-
tion experience and innovative approach 
to teaching makes her the perfect addi-
tion to help educate our students for 
excellence.”

Yako and her husband Mike, who 
is a sophomore theology teacher at St. 
Edward High School, have three children: 
Max (10), Sophia (7) and Will (5). Outside 
of school Yako likes to garden, read, run 
and cheer on the Cleveland Indians. 
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Bay Village Schools announce       
fall reopening plan

Westlake City Schools hires 
new principal at Lee Burneson

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

During the lockdown in the spring, 
the world was able to take a deep 
breath of fresh air as life came to 

a screeching halt. Cars and trucks were 
not being driven, factories paused pro-
duction, and life slowed down. All of this 
added up to a huge decrease in carbon 
dioxide emissions and each of us could 
breathe easier for a while.

Now, as we have begun to live a little 
bit more “normally,” the world is facing 
another pollution problem: disposable 
face masks. 

Face masks are absolutely crucial to 
preventing the spread of Covid-19. Please 
use a face mask, disposable or otherwise, 
anytime you are in public and always 
follow local rules and regulations.

With that being said, the world is 
currently going through an estimated 129 
billion disposable face masks a month 
and another 65 billion disposable gloves 
a month.

Yes, those figures are how much the 
world, collectively, is using a month. 
Those numbers are staggering to me, and 
I know all of the new face mask waste 
combined with all of the additional 
plastic bags being distributed at stores 
because reusables are not allowed at 

many places, the amount of waste the 
world is accumulating is enormous.

The good news is that disposable 
face masks are entirely avoidable. Cloth 
face masks are equally effective and are 
easy to find. They are machine washable 
and can go into the dryer, so as you wear 
them just throw them in with your dirty 
laundry! 

For my family of five, I have acquired 
many cloth face masks from different 
places: handmade from friends, bought 
on Etsy and the Gap, and I found inex-
pensive ones at Target too!

I started collecting as many as pos-
sible because I never want to feel stressed 
about not having any clean ones avail-
able. 

I put a basket in my mudroom so 
that whenever someone leaves the house, 
they can just grab one and head out. 
Upon return, the masks go into the dirty 
laundry. This new system in my house 
has worked quite well, and it truly has 
become a habit for each of us.

Each reusable face mask your family 
uses will indeed help reduce waste, as 
each of our actions add up. 

If you do use disposable face masks 
or find yourself in a position that you 
must use one, please ensure you discard 
of it properly when you are finished with 
it, which means placing it securely into 
the trash. 

Disposable face masks are light and 
are easily carried by the wind, which 
means they will start showing up in our 
waterways along with the other plastic 
pollution we already have. 

Pandemic 
Pollution

THE GREEN REPORT

by ERIC EAKIN

A number of the past presidents of 
the Bay Men’s Club recently donat-

ed $2,100 for the proposed Home of the 
Rockets facility at the high school. The 
donation by the past presidents came 

on top of another $1,000 donated by the 
club. Past presidents who donated were 
Dave Blevins, Thomas Brugh, Wayne 
Douglas, Eric Eakin, Chris Edelman, 
Pete Gierosky, Dominic Giovannazzo, 
Sean Riley, Rob Spies, John Stanton, 
Mike Thies and Pete Winzig. 

Bay Men’s Club supports 
new athletic facility

Edelman, Spies, Gierosky, Giovannazzo, Eakin, Riley, and Blevins 
(far right) present the donations to Jon Ransom, HOTR Capital 
Committee member.
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The report is available on the dis-
trict’s website, bayvillageschools.com.

“The safety protocols follow the 
latest Ohio and CDC recommendations 
for K-12 schools,” said Superintendent 
Jodie Hausmann. “Our parents and staff 
expressed in our recent surveys by large 
majorities that if we have consistent 
safety protocols in place, they are confi-
dent we can safely hold school. 

The bottom line is, we are open-
ing ‘safely, not normally.’ More than 
70 percent of our parent respondents 
considered physical distancing and face 
coverings to be important or very impor-
tant, and more than 95 percent thought 
hand washing and cleaning of surfaces 
is important or very important. We were 
happy to learn that most parents sup-
port these Ohio and CDC guidelines that 
are critical to a safe school environment 
during the pandemic.” 

Hausmann noted that about 8 per-
cent of parent survey respondents indi-
cated a preference for remote learning 

from home. They will see a version of 
remote learning very different from this 
past spring, when schools had to close 
quickly .

“Educators now have the benefit of 
experience and time to plan for remote 
learning this fall,” Hausmann said. “Live 
streaming education will be a significant 
portion of the remote-learning school 
day. It is especially important to have a 
high-quality remote learning option not 
just for families who opt in initially, but 
also for the potential of closing down 
in-building learning should the status 
of COVID-19 viral spread change for the 
worse.”

However, even if no students opt 
into remote learning, schools have plans 
for full, in-building student attendance 
with desks kept to six feet apart.

“We will be using some nontra-
ditional spaces for classrooms,” said 
Superintendent Jodie Hausmann. “Space 
in libraries, cafeterias and other areas 
will let us keep class sizes to an average 
of 14-16 students. We can space the desks 
six feet apart that way. I am really proud 
that we could figure out a way to accom-
modate all our students while maintain-

ing that six-foot distance.”
The superintendent noted that 

school buses will also run while main-
taining social distancing. “About two-
thirds of our non-anonymous parent 
survey respondents whose students 
are assigned school bus transporta-
tion indicated they would be willing to 
transport students on their own,” she 
said. “That will be an enormous help 
in planning safe bus transportation.”

Board of Education President Lisa 
Priemer said the plan prioritizes health 
and safety, while getting children back 
into the classroom. “We know that for 
most students, the best place to learn 
is at school. The social and emotional 

connections and support that children 
benefit from in school cannot be under-
estimated. I’m hopeful that our students 
will thrive even with these safety precau-
tions in place.”

Lauren Stanislaw, President of 
the Bay Teachers Association, said she 
appreciated the collaboration of teach-
ers and administrators in developing 
the plan. “The reorganization of teacher 
planning and instructional time, along 
with the added responsibilities of ensur-
ing student safety on this elevated level, 
is a daunting challenge,” she said. “I am 
proud that our teachers have responded 
with such a positive, creative and con-
structive approach. I can speak for every-
one by saying we cannot wait to see our 
students again!”

Hausmann noted that while she 
appreciates the guidelines and flex-
ibility from the State of Ohio and the 
Ohio Department of Education, she is 
disappointed that the ultimate author-
ity for closing schools rests with school 
superintendents. “This is a public health 
issue,” she said. “And superintendents 
are not medical doctors.” She said she 
is working with area Westshore super-
intendents to develop criteria, perhaps 
sub-levels of Governor DeWine’s color-
coded alert level scheme, when all the 
districts would close. 

Criteria for closing at the building 
level is also being discussed. Criteria 
could include changes in state alert 
levels, numbers of confirmed or pre-
sumed COVID-19 cases identified, or 
absence levels.

Parents will receive specific sched-
ules for their own students and details 
specific to school buildings within the 
next week or so. Details on before-school 
care, after-school care and options for 
after-school activities will also be cov-
ered by building principals. 

Citizens participate 
in writing, editing, 
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620 Dover Center Rd.
Bay Village

Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop

NOW OPEN !
Call for an 
appointment:
440-871-0899

BAY SCHOOLS      
from front page    

Westlake Kiwanis announces scholarship winners
The Westlake Kiwanis announced their 2020 scholarship winners of $1,000 

each to the following Westlake High School seniors: Lauren Halevka, Katherine 
Sanchez, Samantha Thomas and Benjamin Routhier. 

The comet NEOWISE as seen from Cahoon Memorial Park on July 17 at 
10:30 p.m. Its closest approach to Earth is on July 23. The comet won’t 
return to our skies for another 6,800 years.
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by TAK SATO

In the previous issue, I discussed 
Microsoft Office licensing options 
and a free alternative, LibreOffice. 

This week, I’ll go over free offerings from 
Google and Microsoft that live entirely on 
the internet, aka the cloud, that are also 
compatible with Microsoft’s Office. If you 
missed the prior column or any articles 
demystifying the digital world, find them 
at wbvobserver.com/read/columns/the-
digital-world.

To use Google’s and Microsoft’s free 
online offerings, aka “services,” from your 
Windows/Mac computer or Chrome-
book, you will use your favorite browser 
(Chrome, Firefox, Safari or EDGE).

On tablets/smartphones, install 

and use the free “apps” from Apple’s App 
Store (iPhone or iPad) or Google’s Play 
Store (models other than iPhone, iPad or 
Amazon’s Fire) instead. If your device is 
a Chromebook with touchscreen, google 
your model to find out if you can use an 
app too. In the respective store for your 
device, search and install these apps: 
Doc, Sheet and Show; or Word, Excel and 
PowerPoint. The first three apps are for 
Google’s free services; the latter trio for 
Microsoft’s. Of course, you can decide to 
use both too!

Just like needing a driver’s license 
to drive on public streets, you’ll need a 
Google account or Microsoft account, 
respectively, to use their services. Your 
email will be the identifier for your 
Google or Microsoft account. See which 

option applies:
• If you have an email address that ends 

with gmail.com, you already have a 
Google account.

• If you have an email address that ends 
with outlook.com, hotmail.com, live.
com or msn.com, you already have a 
Microsoft account.

• If your email address does not end 
in any of the above, create a Google 
account at accounts.google.com or a 
Microsoft account at login.microsof-
tonline.com.  

• If you don’t have an email address, 
touch/click the blue “Create account” 
or the blue “Create one!” phrase at the 
above websites respectively.

Once armed with an account, the 
above website links also double as your 
“Sign In” page to use the respective free 
services through your browser.

Both Google’s and Microsoft’s free 
offerings give you “Doc” or “Word” (word 
processor), “Sheet” or “Excel” (spread-

sheet), and “Show” or “PowerPoint” 
(presentation) services and several more 
useful apps for your digital lifestyle. One 
such useful app is the “Drive” (Google) 
or “OneDrive” (Microsoft) as they show 
the files you keep in your storage space 
in the cloud under your account. If you 
have been a Windows or Mac user, Drive 
is akin to “File Explorer” or “Finder” and 
that may make more sense.

As you may have noticed already, 
Microsoft’s free offerings are named 
exactly the same as their pay versions; the 
free online versions have fewer features. 
In my opinion, free offerings sufficiently 
meet the needs of many people who are 
primarily “consuming” information but 
may only need to “create” at times.

We’ll cover these free service offer-
ings in detail in future columns. Since 
these services live entirely on the inter-
net, please practice building the good 
online habits, aka Internet Street Smarts, 
I often talk about in my column! 

20-0452

Full Tuition 
Assistance

If you or your family has experienced financial hardship  
as a result of COVID-19, Tri-C® can help with full tuition  
assistance. Whether you are looking to get started or your  
four-year plans have changed, check out our programs and  
resources. Register now for summer and fall classes.

tri-c.edu/startnow
216-987-6000

Available to residents of Cuyahoga County.
Possible through federal grants and the  

generous support of donors to the Tri-C Foundation

Online Learning Program at Tri-C 
ranked among nation’s best

Helping Westlake and Helping Westlake and 
Bay Village purchase Bay Village purchase 
and refinance homes and refinance homes 

for over 20 years.for over 20 years.

Contact Chris Hartzell
Chartzell@unioncapmtgs.com

216-288-3215

THE DIGITAL WORLD

Free Office suite in the cloud

The summer solstice sun rises above Lake Erie at Huntington Beach on June 20, 2020, at 5:47 a.m., commencing the longest day of the year.

The longest day
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Sailing toward … excellence … distinction … triumph … success!

Wishing the Bay High 
Class of 2020 a bright 
and brilliant future!

*Students pictured graduated in the top 5 percent of their class based on grade point average. Photos by Thomas & Thomas.

Jodie Hausmann, Superintendent
Jason Martin, Bay High Principal
Ramsey Inman, Bay High Asst. Principal
Matt Spellman, Athletic/Activities Director

Lisa Priemer, President
Gayatry Jacob-Mosier, Vice President

Beth Lally
David Vegh
Paul Vincent

Bay Village Board of Education
The faculty and staff
of Bay High School

Jonathan Hale Ackley
Barbara Lyn Aldridge

Eliza Rose Aleksandrovic
Lillian Grace Allan

Benjamin Scott Anderson
Haley Marie Andrejcak

Makaila Alexis Astronskas
Robert Edward Astronskas

William James Atkinson
Kaia Rose Atzberger

Kristen Elizabeth Baeppler
Amelia Elizabeth Barber

Caden Marcel Barker
Samuel Glenn Barnes III

Abigail Mae Barr

Tyler Matthew Barr
Sophia Michael Beauchesne

Riley Stanton Bird
Claire Marin Blevins
Henry Quinn Bohac
Reem Toufic Boutros

Damon Alexander Bower
Aidan William Bozak
Grace Ada Brennan

Samuel Robert Brenneman
William Alexander Burlingame

Leonard Anthony Cavalier
Delaney Kane Chalmers

Katarina Oksana Chesterfield
Olivia Nicole Chierici

Grace Katherine Chilton

Thomas Austin Christel
Connor Michael Clark

Camille Jacqueline Cleaver
Colin Michael Cockburn

Trinity Marie Conley
Ryan Alexander Constantinescu

Andrew Patrick Conway
Mitchell Robert Cooke
Grant Rowden Cooper
Natalie Maria Cowin

Zachary Jackson Crabb
Lillian Grace Craig
Robert Lee Curry

Kyle Joseph Cusimano
Nathaniel Graham Day

Mackenzie Braden Deibel
Alexander Del Rio

Marcos James DeSalvo
Courtney Grace Dixon
Jacob Michael Dodd
Lillian Grace Doehr
Olivia Marie Doland

Stephen Andrew Douglas
Collin Christopher Drake
Camille Marie Drenkhan

Jill Suzanne Durkin
Gavin Paul Duwe

Elizabeth Kay Dwyer
Alexander Scott Eaton

Thomas Alexander Ferrara

Amanda Nicole Film
Jane Marie Finley

Daniel Kevin Fitzgerald
Madison Elizabeth Florez
Isabella Christine Forsyth

Kaitlyn Ashley Fouste
Caroline Caldwell Fowles

Joseph Charles Galati
Faith Eddie Luz Gall
Julia Anne Garber

Danielle Marie Gaudino
Samuel Joseph Gepperth

Carter Mehling Good
Audrey Jolie Gray

Zachary Joseph Greenberg

Jacob Damien Grossman
Khaled Ramsey Hamil
Jennifer Marie Hanslik
John Blake Hardebeck
Kate Mercer Harmon
Bailey Jack Harper

Joshua Parker Harris
Megan Louise Harris

Michael Thomas Hartman
Meredith Louise Heldt
Lucas Baer Herbruck

Mason Anthony Hewko
Elizabeth Sage Holup

Ethan Daniel Houk
Ava Elaine Hunt

Matthew Paul Hyland
Klaudio Hysenaj

Trevor Nathaniel Ifft
Olivia Pearl Jacobs

Shea Kyli Janos
Nicholas Andrew Jarina

Nathan Bernard Jennings
Gabriel Keith Jordan
Sophia Kay Jordan

Elodie Marilynne Joyce
Sadie Christine Joyce

Steven Joyce
Isabel Grace Juhasz

Michael Philip Kasunick
Edward Brandon Kibe
John Francis Kilbane

Lilian Mary Killeen
Katherine A Knight

Kallie Rue Kontis Gleydura
Jonathan Michael Koss
Taylor Josephine Kozak

Paige Noelle Krol
Cooper Marley Lamb

Logan Michael LaMere
Elizabeth Christine LaMotte

Anne Kathryn Lang
Nicholas Donald LaRosa

Mary Elizabeth Laule
William Joseph Leamon

Marie Riley Legeay
Margaret Rose Lekan

Mackenzie Ann Xuli Lieber
Phoebe Elizabeth Lindway

Jane Charlotte Linehan
Maxwell Thomas Linn Shelton

Thomas John Lombardi
Sage Michael Long

Noah Thomas Lowery
Paige Harris Lucas
Lia Yang MacAskill

Daniel Thomas Mack
Corey James MacMillan
Kyle William MacMillan
Giana Grace Maddux
Jake Thomas Martin

Michelle Sydney Mason

Kayla Grace Maust
David Maxwell

Ashley Jean McCready
Anthony Michael McGuire
Timothy James McNamee
Owen Andrew Meadows
Gabrielle Georgette Merk
Makaela Onesta Mertic

Klevin Mici
Maja Martyna Miedza

Jake Fuller Mlakar
Adam Rafat Musleh

Christopher Mathias Nagel
Meghan Elizabeth Nasman
Reaghan Alexandra Norton

Lindsay Erin Novotny
Mclain John O Donnell

Grace Constance Ospelt
Calan Andrew Oster

Eric Matthew Oxsalida
Alexandra Elizabeth Papp

Edward Paul Papp
Claire Cecilia Payne
Joshua Lee Perrine
Anna Jane Phillips

Gabriela Nicole Pirinelli
Nicholas Michael Pochatek

Mary Kathleen Price
Cecily Joy Priemer

Dayna Alex Prochaska
Leila Jade Psota

Henry James Rankin
Ava Luisa Ransom
Audrey Jessie Ray
Molly Anne Reed

Olivia Lauren Reed
August Otto Reichard

Kelsey Kay Reid
Zoe Allison Reilly

Juliana Marie Reising
Elisa Paula Renerts

Sydney Rose Reynolds
Abby Rae Roche

Dominic Francis Scarlato
Abby Christine Schafer
Lauren Amy Schwartz

The Bay High School Class of 2020

Dominic Michael Sclimenti
Kathryn Jewel Sinnema

Tate Joseph Skelly
Delaney Mary Slavin

Madeline Kathleen Smidt
Jack Riley Smith

Chani Jeanne Sobczak
Fred Spinelli

Connor Allyn Starowesky
Natalie Anne Surdy

Sarah Jane Sutherland
Erik Jozsef Tashro

Stephen Thomas Tepper
Rebecca Diane Thomas
Paige Nicole Thompson
Nina Helen Uniatowski

Ben
Noren

Hayden
Beatty

Amelia
Johnson

Garrett
Butler

Everest
McKenna

Grace
Frey

Megan
Evans

Alysia Faith Vala
Patricia Cecile Vanderkarr

Anthony Alexander Vangelos
Amanda Marie Vargics
Duncan Archie Ward
Una Marie Willhoite

Brayden Lucas Williams
Evan James Wolschleger

Jaime Frances Wolschleger
Adrian Matthew Woods

Lilly Marie Wynne-Lowther
Dominic James Yontosh

Patricia Rose Yuhas
Ethan James Zemec

Madison Frances Zoller
John Joseph Zupanc

Jake 
Mlakar

Ben 
Anderson

Noah 
Lowery

Audrey 
Ray

Olivia
Doland

Kaia 
Atzberger

Elizabeth 
Holup

Owen
Meadows

Anne 
Lang

Khaled 
Hamil

Anthony 
McGuire



Join in at www.wbvobserver.com

                                                                                                                    WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER • 21 JULY 2020 5

by JEFF BING

Okay, I get the thing with the Red-
skins name soon disappearing 
from the NFL. “Redskins” is and 

has always been a derogatory term; and 
there is no way anyone can (or should) 
sugarcoat it. Bye-bye!

But “Indians”? When was the last 
time – if ever – you heard someone use 
the term in a derogatory manner? Can’t 
recall, can you? And that’s because you 
haven’t heard it used in that context. 
So, what’s the beef, Chief? (See what I 
did there?)

Shame on the Dolans for jumping 
on the bandwagon otherwise known as 
political correctness. Because the last 
thing on their grubby little cash-poor 
minds is “doing the right thing.” What 
the heck is that of which I speak, you 
ask? Has the Sporting Views scribbler 
finally gone daft?

Under the pretext of social con-
sciousness (notice how we have all 

upped our moral game of late) the 
Dolans have chosen to “study” the 
idea of changing the team’s name, and 
soon. Yet, however the team decides 
to spin the name change – and they 
WILL change the name, I assure you – it 
won’t be out of any newfound respect 
for Native Americans. It will be more 
like the age-old respect for the Ameri-
can dollar.

See, when the Indians reluctantly 
decided to “retire” Chief Wahoo in 
2018, they saw quite a spike in sales of 
Wahoo-related merchandise. After all, 
Wahoo fans needed to load up of the 
Chief’s merchandise before the Wahoo 
well went dry. So, the Dolans mourned 
the loss of Chief Wahoo … all the way 
to the bank.

This year, with the COVID-19 pan-
demic wreaking havoc on all the major 
(and minor) sports in the country, 
baseball owners are looking at plenty 
of red ink. What better way to ease the 
financial burden in Cleveland than 

by pretending to actually care about 
people all of a sudden? (That buzz you 
hear in the background is the sound 
of the Cleveland baseball team’s cash 
registers ringing up sales of soon-to-
be-gone Indians gear: Cha-ching!) And, 
although the front office will tell you 
they want to do the right thing and 
all, they will also drag their feet long 
enough to milk the Indians merchan-
dise cow for all it’s worth before calling 
it quits on “Indians.”

Quite a group of humanitarians, 
those Dolans.

So, we’ve heard ideas for new 
names for the franchise. Most of them 
– like Spiders – make me want to hurl. I 
get it: that was the original name of the 
National League franchise, so nostalgia 
buffs get pumped by this sort of thing. 
But think about it: If the name is that 
great, they’d still be using it, right? So, 
grab a can of Raid and blast that stupid 
Spiders name into oblivion … please!

The Naps (named after legendary 
player Nap Lajoie)? Yawn. All that name 
does is make me want to take one.

The Fellers (named after iconic 
pitcher Bob Feller)? A team consisting 
bunch of “fellers”? Sounds like the Bev-
erly Hillbillies bought and renamed the 
team. Thanks, but I’ll pass. Does this city 
have a shred of dignity left? Anybody?

The Blue Sox (named after Heaven 
only knows what). Sure. Great name. 

I think of a bunch of oxygen-deprived 
fools staggering around on the dia-
mond, but that’s just me. Where can I 
get tickets? All I ask is you think this one 
through, people!

After much thought and introspec-
tive, I have a name which I think would 
both be a great reflection on a successful 
era of baseball in Cleveland which, try 
to stay with me here, could be parlayed 
into world recognition if things roll our 
way. Hear me out …

In the late 1940s, a man named Bill 
Veeck bought the Indians and took them 
to their last world championship in 1948. 
The guy was quite a promotions wizard 
(before promotions were fashionable) 
and is known for signing a dwarf to play 
with the team (okay, okay, maybe all of 
his ideas weren’t flashes of brilliance).

Okay, we could call the team the 
Cleveland Veecks. (I can hear your ”Ho-
hum” response). But let’s take that a step 
further: this era will forever be known 
as the coronavirus or COVID-19 era, 
right? And we will have a vaccine in the 
next few years, right? We could name 
the team the Cleveland Veeccines. What 
if Cleveland had a hand in the devel-
opment of the vaccine? And even if we 
didn’t, so what? The Dolans could sell 
Cleveland Veeccines stuff world-wide, 
baby!

Aside to Larry & Paul: You’re wel-
come. 

A rose by any other 
name (in sports) is 
always profit-driven

SPORTING VIEWS

by MARY KAY MCLEAN

The Bay Village Women’s 
Club Foundation has 
awarded a $2,2000 schol-

arship to each of six Bay High 
School 2020 graduates. The 
recipients excelled in scholar-
ship, leadership and character.

Katarina Chesterfield will 
be attending the Farmer School 
of Business at Miami Univer-
sity. In high school she was on 
the Bay High cross-country 
team and was a member of 
the Youth Philanthropy Foun-
dation. She was a volunteer 
cook for the Village Project 
and worked for the Bay Village 
Recreation Department.

Neuroscience and forensic 
psychology will be the aca-
demic majors of Jill Durkin in 

her college career at John Car-
roll University. At Bay High she 
participated in Model U.N., the 
Bay High orchestra and ran in 
for the cross-country team. Jill 
has worked on beach clean-ups 
and has concern about keeping 
Lake Erie clean.

Danielle Gaudino will be 

enrolled at The Ohio State Uni-
versity where she will major in 
criminology. Danielle served as 
captain of the swim team, was 
elected to Student Council, was 
a Bay High Rockette, and was 
secretary of the Show Choir 
as well as a member of the A 
Capella Choir during her high 
school years.

As a student at the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati, Makaela 
Mertic will study journalism 
on a pre-law track. She’s been a 
varsity athlete in track and field 

and on the soccer team for 3 
years. She was a member of the 
Bay Tribune staff and a singer in 
the A Capella Choir.

The University of Dayton 
will be the destination of Mary 
Kate Price where she will study 
business. She’s been a class 
officer, on Student Council, 
volunteered at Youth Challenge 
and one of a group of young 
women who raised money for 
the Leukemia Lymphoma Soci-
ety. Mary Kate was also on the 
soccer and lacrosse teams and 

a member of the Youth Philan-
thropy Foundation.

Scholar Juliana Reising will 
be attending The Ohio State Uni-
versity to major in zoology. She 
has been a member of 3 bands 
at Bay High School including 
the Marching Band, Jazz Band 
and Symphonic Band. She was a 
member of Academic Challenge 
and the Thespian Society. Juli-
ana has participated in Bay High 
School drama productions for 
years and assisted with the Bay 
Middle School Drama Club. 

Bay Women’s Club 
grants scholarships

Makaela Mertic                 Mary Kate Price                 Danielle Gaudino              Juliana Reising                  Katarina Chesterfield

by FRED GREEN

On May 29, after many changes 
to accommodate the COVID-19 
pandemic, several key officers 

from VFW Post 9693 met in the Bay Vil-
lage police station parking lot to ensure 
proper social distancing, and were able 
to conduct a modified version of the 
official VFW Change of Command.

The police station is the official 
part-time home of our Post. We meet 

in the community room on the second 
Tuesday of the month at 7 p.m.

After eight years leading the Post, I 
was relieved by the current Commander 
Geoff Belanger.

The ceremony was led by past 
District 7 Commander Art Stone. It 
was an abbreviated ceremony to meet 
intended COVID-19 guidelines. It was 
short and to the point but official.

Commander Geoff Belanger 
moved to Bay Village joined the post 

upon retirement from the U.S. Navy as 
a lieutenant commander. He and his 
lovely wife, Anna, have one daughter, 
Margot. They have lived in Bay for sev-
eral years now.

Taking over the Post in the middle 
of a pandemic is not an easy task. It is 
hard to communicate with commu-
nity partners and even meet our Post 
members. Geoff is taking this on with 
technology and plans for increased 
outreach. 

Change of command at Bay Village VFW

Geoff Belanger is the new 
commander of VFW Post 9693.
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by MARTHA FISHER

Floating eggs, density tube, float-
ing paper clips! Driveway maze, 
robotic friend, maze through 

your house! These are just some of the 
free virtual STEM challenges for Bay 
Village students in grades K-4.

Working with Westerly Elementary 
School’s Lindsey Harris and Martha 
Fisher, retired third-grade Westerly 
teacher, Bay High School Science Club 
members Casey Bartman, Jimmy Bish 

and Leo Cavalier created mini challeng-
es that highlighted the focused chal-
lenges, “Build a Boat” and “a-MAZEing.” 
All the challenges used materials that 
could easily be found at home.

Throughout the week of July 13, 
Zoom meetings were held to answer 
questions and then to share completed 
projects. Participating students even 
challenged the high school kids to 
extend their mini challenges: Would 
a raw egg float in Jimmy’s density 
column? Could Leo float at least 14 

paper clips in a bowl? What would 
happen to Casey’s egg if he put it in 
vinegar and water?

Lots of ideas and projects were 
shared among the challenge staff and 
students. The enthusiasm of Casey, 

Jimmy and Leo for all things STEM res-
onated with the kids and parents too.

These STEM challenges will remain 
online at bayvillageschools.com until 
the beginning of school. Great activities 
for a summer day! 

READER’S OPINION

Career wisdom in the COVID age
by MARTIN JAFFE

In this challenging time of anxiety 
and discontent I have been reflecting 
on what I’d suggest to career counseling 
clients from my almost 40-year coun-
seling experience that goes beyond the 
same repetition of resume writing, telling 
stories of your accomplishments, using 
LinkedIn – all the superficial techniques 
that ignore the reality of living a soulful life 
of purpose. So, in this time of lockdown 
let me propose some looking inward; as 
Socrates stated, “Know thyself.”

Several years ago a client of mine, 
Aaron, expressed his desire to “study bio-
chemistry, find the  biological origins of 
disease, make a difference.” When I last 
saw a brief note about Aaron in an alumni 
bulletin he was a second-year medical 
student on the way to turning his vision 
into reality.

Beyond paying the rent and being a 
member of the working population, what 
motivates you? Is it an altruistic vision 
of social justice or sharing your love of 
pastry in your chic bakery? Perhaps you 
have visions of yourself on stage shar-
ing a musical or artistic vision? Look 

inward, read about people in your fields 
of interest – the world is diverse and at 
some point hopefully not too far down 
we need YOU.

What about your skills? The United 
States Department of Labor uses an 
excellent shorthand of all jobs as primar-
ily skills based on data, people, things 
or ideas. Do you prefer to organize an 
intimate gathering for 400 of your clos-
est friends or would you be more com-
fortable sitting in attic writing the great 
American novel? What do you do when 
you have choice, write song lyrics and 
chords, bake chicken oregano with 
lemon, rebuild a 1966 Corvair?

At some time soon you will need to 
look outward and develop an action plan 
for your career vision involving education 
and training. You will decide how much 
or whether you are more drawn to hands-
on vocational training or long-term 
college/graduate school. At that point 
looking into occupational literature and 
educational guides will turn your vision 
into reality.

As Shakespeare noted many years 
back, “All the world’s a stage.” We await 
the curtain rising as you enter the stage. 

by KAY LAUGHLIN

Farm animals are pro-
hibited in Bay Village 

today, but at one time we 
had a law on the books 
making it illegal to walk a 
cow down Lake Road. 

 Evidently, back in the 
village’s agricultural 

times, our early farmers 
held up traffic by walking 

their cows down the 
road, and this became 
a problem!

The Wischmeyer 
family lived on Lake 
Road just east of Dover 
Center Road. Regina 
Catherine “Granny” 
Wischmeyer is pictured 
above with cows in front 
of the family barn – a safe 
distance from the Lake 
Road “no-cows zone.” 

Snippets of Bay Village History: The cow menace

Making a Difference: Lisa Lowrie, Cleveland Angels volunteer
by DIANE REHOR

Second in a series of articles that aims 
to inspire readers to take the risk to try 
something new, see the positive in life, and 
recognize that everyday people can make 
a difference by following their passions.

“I always admired people who do 
really big things in this world,” 
says Lisa Lowrie. “I’m not good 

at being that big-project person, but I like 
to do the small things that help the people 
doing the big things, so they keep going.”

Lisa’s “small things,” done with great 
passion, are actually “big things”!

Last fall, a friend introduced Lisa 
to Cleveland Angels, a non-profit orga-
nization whose mission is to work with 
children in the foster care system, as well 
as their caretakers, by offering consistent 
support through intentional giving, rela-
tionship building and mentorship. This 
mission piqued Lisa’s interest as she has a 
soft spot for people who foster and adopt 
children. At 18, Lisa was adopted. 

“Someone took me in and cared for 

me. That person made sure my sister 
and I had a family. I know it’s not easy at 
any age and I’m really grateful for that.” 
Foster parenting, to Lisa, is a “big thing.”

One of Cleveland Angels’ programs, 
the Love Box, matches a volunteer group 
with one local foster family. “There are a 
lot of challenges to foster parenting,” says 
Lisa. “If we can support them, they’re less 
likely to stop fostering.”

So Lisa decided to form a Love Box 
group. She searched her local Facebook 
friends and acquaintances, asking her-
self, “Who would be good at this?” Lisa, 
a Bay Village resident, followed her gut 
and invited 12 ladies from Bay, Westlake, 
North Olmsted, Strongsville and Avon 
Lake. Ten excitedly said “yes!”

“Each member brings their unique 
gift to the group and the family,” says 
Lisa. “For example, one is excellent at 
organizing the group’s finances and one 
is a great shopper. We make meals for 
the family, celebrate birthdays, and offer 
on-going support. We listen.”  

Lisa notes that “what we may con-
sider a small thing, like making a meal, is 

a huge gesture to a parent working from 
home and home schooling simultane-
ously during the Covid-19 stay-at-home 
mandate.”

While Lisa was initially concerned 
about the Love Box’s 12-month commit-
ment, she quickly realized that “the time 
challenge was actually the greatest bless-
ing because I got to build relationships.”  

The feelings were mutual. Program 
director Apryl Rashid describes Lisa as 
an “incredibly positive, bright light – a 
beautiful soul dedicated to helping those 
around her. Lisa dug deep to understand 
the needs of the family. She’s so sensitive 
and caring with everyone.”   

I asked Lisa how she stays so posi-
tive during these challenging times. She 
replied, “We’re all just supposed to help 
each other! The best way to get out of our 
worries is to help someone else. It gets 
you out of your own stuff.” 

“We have to pay attention!” is Lisa’s 
mantra. “When we stop paying atten-
tion and only pay attention to our own 
problems, we stop helping people,” she 
says. “During this pandemic, it’s easy 

for people to become invisible. When 
someone you know, even an acquain-
tance, acts differently, it’s usually because 
something is wrong. They need a little 
extra help. Ask them, ‘How are you 
doing?’ It gets you out of your isolation.”

Lisa genuinely believes there are a lot 
of big things out there for us to care about.  
Her advice is to “pay attention and ask 
yourself, ‘What can I do to support that?’”

To learn more about Cleveland Angels 
and how to get involved, visit CLEangels.
org or email Apryl@CLEangels.org. 

Lisa Lowrie

BHS Science Club teams with Westerly for virtual STEM challenges

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2015 WBVO

The St. Ladislas Knights of Columbus Council 16373 will host 
a golf outing at Bob-O-Link Golf Course in Avon on Sunday, 
Aug. 9. This will be a SCRAMBLE/SHOTGUN format and golfers 
can choose to play 9 or 18 holes. Social distancing will be 
applied and golfers can elect to have their own cart for a 
small fee. 18 hole choice is $99 which includes lunch, cart, 
dinner and prizes starting at noon; 9 hole choice is $69 which 
includes, cart, dinner and prizes starting at 2:30 p.m. RSVP to 
Dan Barringer at 440-570-5294 or 55danref@gmail.com. 
PUT TOGETHER YOUR FOURSOME TODAY!

ST. LADS KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
GOLF OUTING – SUN. AUG 9
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Dare to be the LIGHT!
Livestream service, Sunday, 11:00 a.m.

A positi ve path for spiritual living

             Inclusive Spiritual Community. Affi  rmati ve Prayer. 
                        Livestream Meditati on and Classes. 
                 23855 Detroit Ave., Westlake, OH, 440-835-0400
                               www.unityspiritualcenter.com

by ELAINE WILLIS

Following is Westlake Porter 
Public Library’s late July and early 
August calendar of events. All pro-
grams are subject to change. Please 
check westlakelibrary.org or follow 
the library on Facebook and Twit-
ter (@WestlakePorter) for the latest 
updates.

Wednesday, July 22 (1-1:30 
p.m.) Preschool Storytime 
(Zoom) – Ages 3.5 to 5 with a 
caregiver. Registration begins 
July 15. Participants must pro-
vide an email address to receive 
Zoom instructions, which will 
be sent the day of the program.

Wednesday, July 23 (All 
Day) Virtual Calling Crafters: 
Library Card Mini-Notebook 
– Learn how to make yourself a 
mini-notebook! You will need a 
glue stick and a ¼-inch single 
hole punch. Other materials 
provided. Registration begins 
July 16. Participants must pro-
vide an email address to receive 
instructions about when to pick 
up materials and how to access 
the webinar.

Thursday, July 23 (10-10:30 
a.m.) Toddler Storytime 
(Zoom) – For ages 2-3.5 with a 
caregiver. Registration begins 
July 16. Participants must pro-
vide an email address in order 
to receive Zoom instructions, 
which will be emailed the day 
of the program. 

Thursdays, July 23 and 30 
(3:30-4:30 p.m.) WPPL Roblox 
Club – Love Roblox? We have 
a few private servers set up for 
Tweens in grades 4-6 to hang 
out with their friends and enjoy 
some of the most popular 
games. Please register separate-
ly for each session. Participants 
must provide an email address 
to receive Zoom instructions, 
which will be sent the day of the 
program. We’ll keep the Zoom 
meeting going for anyone who 
wants to chat while playing or 
if you have any tech questions. 
Grades 4-6.

Tuesday, July 28 (3-4 
p.m.) Hunger Games Book 
Club Online – In this Book 
Club, we’re reading through 
the “Hunger Games” series in 
chronological order! Please 
read “Mockingjay” (and watch 
the two films too!). Please reg-

ister. Participants must provide 
an email address to receive 
Zoom instructions, which will 
be sent the day of the event.

Tuesday, July 28 (7-8 p.m.) 
From Bad to Better? LGBTQ 
Inclusion in Hollywood – 
Join us for an interactive tour 
through the years as we look at 
the ways Hollywood has por-
trayed LGBTQ+ characters over 
the past 100 years. Registration 
begins July 14. Participants 
must provide an email address 
to receive Zoom instructions.

Wednesday, July 29 (All 
Day) Storybook Craft Pick-
Up – Celebrate some favorite 
storybooks with crafts! Stop by 
the Youth Services Department 
and pick up a bag filled with all 
materials needed to complete 
your crafts. While supplies last.

Wednesday, July 29 (11-
11:30 a.m.) Stories and Signs 
Online – Join us Facebook, 
Twitter or YouTube to enjoy a 
storytime while learning a few 
words in sign language! Ages 
0-3.

Thursday, July 30 (9 a.m.-
8:30 p.m.) Teen Crafts (Pick-
Up) – Stop by Youth Services 
to pick up your craft kit while 
supplies last.

Saturday, Aug. 1 (11-11:30 
a.m.) Mystery STEAM Bag 
– Pick up a bag at the library 
starting July 25. Each bag will 
contain craft materials and a 
challenge card. Use them to 
complete the challenge and 
share your designs on a Zoom 
meeting on Aug. 1. Grades 1-2. 
Please register. An email must 
be provided to receive meeting 
instructions.

Monday, Aug. 3 (6-8 p.m.) 
Virtual Tarot Card Readings 
– After a short introduction 
to tarot card reading, practice 
reading with the assistance of 
an experienced reader. Bring 
your own cards (Rider-Waite 
recommended). Some tarot 
card experience helpful. Please 
register. An email must be 
provided to receive meeting 
instructions.

Wednesday, Aug. 5 (6:30-
8:30 p.m.) Horror Film Club: 
Online Edition – Calling all 
horror film fans: Join us for 
another creepy classic from the 
vault...if you dare! New mem-
bers always welcome; children 

under 13 must be accompanied 
by an adult. Please register. The 
club will meet online using 
the video sharing site Watch-
2Gether. To participate, please 
check the event on the library’s 
website as early as 6 p.m. on the 
day of the program. There will 
be a link to take you to the site.

Thursday, Aug. 6 (1-7 p.m.) 
American Red Cross Blood-
mobile

Monday, Aug. 10 (7-8 p.m.) 
Pets and the Pandemic – Do 
you have a pet that has helped 
you cope through the pan-
demic? This is your opportunity 
to show him or her off! Please 
register. This program will take 
place on Zoom, so attendees 
must provide an email address 
to receive meeting instructions.

Tuesday, Aug. 11 (1-3 p.m.) 
Career Transition: Sharpen 
Up Your Resume – What’s the 
latest in buzz words? How does 
your resume stack up? Have 
your resume on hand to evalu-
ate while we talk. Be on top of 
the pile next time you send it to 
an employer. Please register. Par-
ticipants must provide an email 
to receive Zoom instructions.

Tuesday, Aug. 11 (7-8:15 
p.m.) Queer Pop! Happy 
Hour Online – Join WPPL staff 
for a fun discussion about the 
LGBTQIA-themed books, films, 
music and TV shows that we’re 
currently indulging in as well as 
the new releases available at the 
library. Please register.

Tuesday, Aug. 11 (7-8:45 
p.m.) Tuesday Evening Book 
Discussion – This month’s 
selection is “The Tattooist of 
Auschwitz” by Heather Morris. 
If you are unable to get a physi-
cal book, digital copies are 
available via Hoopla. The dis-
cussion will be held via Zoom. 
Please register. An email must 
be provided to receive meeting 
instructions.

Wednesday, Aug. 12 (7-8 
p.m.) Alternatives to Cable 
TV – Frustrated with cable 
service? Let us help you sort 
through the variety of viewing 
alternatives available. Learn 
about media players, stream-
ing services and more. Event 
streamed live.

To register for any of the 
programs, visit westlakelibrary.
org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library 
Upcoming eventsTip to 

Recycle 
Right 
Keep it loose. Recycling 
should be loose, not 
bagged, in your  
recycling cart or bin. 
Do not put plastic bags 
in curbside recycling. 

PAPER 
& BOXES 
Flatten 
Cardboard.

PLASTIC 
BOTTLES  
& JUGS
Empty and Rinse.
Replace Cap.

CANS 
Empty and Rinse.

CARTONS 
Empty and Rinse.
Replace Cap.

GLASS 
BOTTLES 
& JARS
Empty and Rinse.

Recycle 
Better,  
Recycle 
Right 
in Cuyahoga County,
include only these items:



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

8   21 JULY 2020 • WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER                                                                       

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type 

to stress the importance of a slow 

and steady approach. However, in 

this case, the ability to 

speed-read may prove 

modestly beneficial to 

you. Because the sooner 

you finish, the sooner 

you’ll be reminded of 

the significant value 

in starting to plan for 

retirement early. You 

see, with each tick of the second 

hand, your retirement edges 

closer. Which is why we’ve always 

believed there’s no such thing as 

planning too early. Thanks to the 

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful 

process we’ve employed 

from day one, Raymond 

James advisors have 

helped countless clients 

reach the finish line 

with the necessary 

resources to accomplish 

all the next things they 

wanted to do. It’s time 

to find out what a Raymond 

James financial advisor can do 

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting  
gratuitous, the rooster’s  

commitment to starting early  
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH  
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE  

THAT MUCH CLOSER  
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and  
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY 
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James 
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145 
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636  

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services

• Meals, walks, medication

• Plus personal play time /
  special requests

• All in the surroundings 
  of your home
20 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Montana

We need your help
Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding mission – to strengthen our 

community by informing and engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
Times are tough, and the pandemic has presented an added challenge at a time when 

emotional connection and togetherness matter so much.
Please help us continue to provide a free medium where the community can share news, 

share stories and share laughs.
If you’d like to keep the Observer serving the community, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form below. Donations may also be made by credit card at 
wbvobserver.com. All supporters will be recognized in a future edition of the Observer.

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
 MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions 
are gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to 
get involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.
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FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by Aug. 29

at wbvobserver.com

 » See CHALLENGE page 12

by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.
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by WENDY HANNA

The Stickney Family Honeybee Exhibit 
has always been a popular one at 
Lake Erie Nature & Science Center. 

A highlight is a hive framed in glass found 
inside the halls of the Center. Guests of all 
ages can get up close and peer into the heart 
of an active beehive. Regular visitors have 
watched this hive grow and strengthen over 
the past several years.

The exhibit also includes another hive 
located in the interior courtyard. With the help 
of beekeeper Scott Danniger, these hives have 
become extremely active and are thriving. 

Mr. Danniger anticipates that this 
is the first year honey will be able to be 
extracted from these outdoor hives. While 
the bees produced honey last year, it 
remained in the hives to strengthen and 

encourage the growth 
of the community.

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center is offering a free 
event when the honey 

Hives thrive at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center

Bay Village Scout Troop celebrates 50 years

Nearly 150 Boy Scouts, family members and alumni from Bay Village Troop 41 gathered for a 50th anniversary reunion picnic on Aug. 9. See story inside, page 4.

Westlake’s Corporate 
Challenge spurs 
friendly competition

by JIM DISPIRITO

The City of Westlake recently wrapped up 
its annual Corporate Challenge, a week of 
sports, games and contests pitting Westlake 

companies against one another, all in good fun. Now 
in its eighth year, the challenge is organized by the 
Westlake recreation department.

Alego Health, Applied Companies, Echo Health, 
Equity Trust, Q-Lab, Rae-Ann Suburban, Western 
Enterprises and the City of Westlake participated 
in the weeklong competition. Twenty-six different 
events including cupcake decorating, sand volleyball, 
golf, 5K relay, bowling and cardboard boat races 
were held at various venues throughout the city. The 
championship trophy went to Q-Lab, an international 
provider of material durability testing with corporate 

Joe Paoletto of Allegro Health competes in 
the 8-ball tournament event of the Westlake 
Corporate Challenge at Buckeye Lanes.

 » See BEEHIVES page 2

Westlake holds annual gala for gardeners
by TARA WENDELL

Westlake was all abloom again this 
summer as gardeners across the city 
took to the soil in hopes of winning 

the annual planting contest. Westlake in Bloom, 
the community beautification program that 
began with planting day on May 17, concluded 
Aug. 13 with an awards ceremony at LaCentre.

More than 300 entrants competed in 23 
categories, varying in scale from expansive 
business landscaping all the way down to resi-
dential window box gardens. As in years past, 
the judging panel included master gardeners, 
a past Bloom winner and a couple of amateur 
gardeners. Plaques were awarded for the top 
three finishers in each category, with the first-
place winners receiving $25 gift certificates to 
one of Westlake’s four garden centers.

 » See WESTLAKE IN BLOOM page 9

Stuart Morris of Lakewood holds his 18-month-old son, 
Elliott, to get a close-up view of the beehive inside the Lake 
Erie Nature and Science Center.
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Dover Congregational Church won best of the Hilliard flower 
boxes. See a list of all Westlake in Bloom winners, page 9.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

The Westlake High School 
Technology & Engineer-
ing (T & E) Department 

was selected for the state’s best 
project during the Ohio Tech-
nology & Engineering Educators 

Association (OTEEA) state con-
ference school exhibits competi-
tion, held April 6 in the Buckeye 
Building of the Ohio Expo Center 
in Columbus. The event was held 
in conjunction with the growing 
MakerX festival.

Students of the Westlake High 

School T & E Department garnered 
two state champion titles for their 
Best of Show awards in two dif-
ferent technology categories, and 
added the prestigious Zupancic 
award as well as a Best of Show 
runner-up award. 
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The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

 » See TECHNOLOGY page 2

Ethan Simon, Connor Reis, Robert Fulop and Austin Loosli won a state title for their “Multi-Unit 
Townhouse” model home design at the OTEEA competition in Columbus.

WHS students win state champion 
titles for technology projects

 » See GIRL SCOUTS page 14

by DIANA PI, M.D.

Years ago, Jim, age 50, had 
back surgery. Two lumbar 
vertebrae fused, screws 

placed. Two weeks ago, severe back 
pain shot down his left knee, knocked 
him to the floor, curled him into a 
fetal position.

He’s been to the ER five times. 
Doctors think it’s his hip, groin or 
back. He’s frustrated. Last night, for 
his pain, he bought a jar of CBD 
(cannabidiol) cream from his mas-
seuse. “This stuff’s flying off the 
shelf,” she told him.
What’s CBD oil?

Marijuana plants 
contain hundreds of 
chemicals. The two 
big stars: CBD and 
THC (tetrahydrocan-
nabinol). CBD does not produce a “high,” unlike THC.

CBD oil: Truth and hope 
about a cannabis product

THE MEDICAL INSIDER

CBD oil is available online 
and at many retail locations.

by ELAINE WILLIS

Westlake resident 
Deb Myers 
received the 

2019 Myrna Chelko Vol-
unteer Award from West-
lake Porter Public Library 
at a volunteer recognition 
event on March 31.

A Reception Desk 
volunteer since 2002, 
Myers is one of the first 
“faces of the library” that 
visitors see when entering 
the building. Because of 
her longevity as a volun-
teer, Myers is known for 
her knowledge about the library and her resulting 
ability to assist patrons. She also volunteers for the 
Friends of Porter Public Library’s annual Big Book Sale 

as well as at the Ice 
Cream Social. She 
has given close to 
2,500 hours of ser-
vice to the library.

Myrna Chelko 
was a long-time 
library volunteer 
who was known 
for her dedication 
to the library and 
her hard work. She 
helped found the 
Friends of Porter 
Public Library 
and her many 
volunteer services 
include being an 

officer of that group and a library board member. 
Myrna exemplified the volunteer spirit, which is why 
the award was created in her name. 

Myers receives Porter Library volunteer award

 » See CBD page 4

Porter Library Board President Elizabeth Sheehe 
(center) and Library Director Andrew Mangels (right) 
honored volunteer Deb Myers (left) with the library's 
annual Myrna Chelko Volunteer Award at a recent 
volunteer recognition event. 
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A makeshift dam diverts the Sperry Creek into pipes 
under Queenswood Drive as the bridge above is 

demolished. Since this April 9 photo, the old bridge 
structure in Bay Village has been completely removed.
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Queenswood Drive        
bridge replacement
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 » See RELAY page 6

by ERIC EAKIN

The Bay Days fireworks fun-
draising team has added 
a second raffle prize: four 

tickets to the Wednesday, Aug. 
13, Cleveland Indians game and 
the once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity to throw out the ceremonial 
first pitch.

Anyone who has already purchased a raffle 
ticket for the suite for 16 persons at the Friday, Aug. 22, Indians game 
offered by the group is automatically eligible to win this additional prize.

The Aug. 22 Indians package includes a suite for 16 persons with food 
and soft drinks, four parking passes and the opportunity for four persons 
to view the fireworks display from the visitors’ dugout.

The Aug. 13 Indians prize includes four seats to a game versus the 
Arizona Diamondbacks and the ceremonial first pitch. The first 10,000 
persons to that game also receive a pair of aviator sunglasses, courtesy 
of SportstimeOhio.

The winning tickets will be drawn at Bay Days on the Fourth of July.
Tickets for either prize are $25 each or five for $100. All proceeds help 

to fund the Bay Days fireworks display, which is now privately funded.
Call 216-386-5997 or email ericjeakin@gmail.com to purchase tickets 

or for more information, or fill out the form on page 16 of this issue. 

First-pitch prize added 
to Bay fireworks raffle

CEREMONIAL 
FIRST PITCH
CEREMONIAL 

FIRST PITCH

Event organizer Amy Brediger, in blue, walks a lap at Westlake High during Relay for Life on 
May 31 with, from left, Jackie Ferguson, cancer survivor Missy Johnson, and Maureen Rote.

by PIXIE EMERSON

BAYarts will be 
marking the 
60 anniversa-

ry of the Sam Shep-
pard trial this year 
with a gallery exhibit 
and related events 
beginning Aug. 8.

T h e  h o u s e 
where Dr. Shep-
pard was arrested is 
BAYarts’ own Fuller 
House, which was 
located in what is 
now Cashelmara at 
the time of his arrest. 
A celebrity in its own 
right, the 122-year-
old Fuller House became international 
news 30 years later when it was moved 
to its current location on BAYarts 
campus via a barge on Lake Erie.

BAYarts will host an informal gath-
ering on Aug. 13 on the Fuller House 
porch to piece together your personal 
memories of the people and the events. 
The gallery exhibit: “A Strange Holiday: 
An Aesthetic Examination of the Sam 
Sheppard Case” will open Friday, Aug. 
8, 7-9 p.m. and run through Sept. 27 in 
the Sullivan Family Gallery.

Got a story or tip? Send it to       
fullerhousestories@bayarts.net. 

Tell BAYarts your Sam Sheppard 
or Fuller House story

In 1984, the Fuller House was floated by 
barge to its new location on the BAYarts 
campus. Dr. Sheppard was arrested July 30, 
1954, on the front porch of this, his parent’s 
home, and charged with the murder of his 
wife, Marilyn.

by KIM BONVISSUTO

When Dennis Sullivan’s seventh-grad-
ers at Lee Burneson Middle School 
learned that they had won the Leu-

kemia & Lymphoma Society’s Pasta for Pennies 
contest at the school, they made a startling 
request.

The students asked that the Olive Garden 
lunch they had won for their classroom be 
donated to the Ronald McDonald House, a 
home-away-from home for families of children 
being treated at Cleveland-area hospitals. Lunch 
was delivered to those families on May 29.

“Many families on our team are currently 
personally affected by cancer,” said Sullivan, 
seventh-grade social studies teacher and 

middle school athletic director. “The most 
incredible act was to donate the motivational 
lunch back to the hospital. I am extremely 
proud of all the kids in my homeroom.”

The Pasta for Pennies program encourages 
students to collect spare change over a three-
week period. Lee Burneson Middle School 
donated a collective $3,844.55 – the ninth high-
est amount raised out of 466 Northeast Ohio 
schools that participated in the fundraiser. Sul-
livan’s class collected $504.04.

“I can’t begin to express how incredibly 
grateful the parents and staff were to receive 
a wonderful meal,” said Kerri Peterson-Davis, 
campaign manager for school and youth pro-
grams at the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society-
Northern Ohio Chapter. “Please express to 
your students that not only are they making 
a difference in the lives 
of those fighting blood 
cancer, but also the 
lives of people who 
are currently spending 
hours in a hospital as 

LBMS class 
donates prize 
back to charity

by AMY BREDIGER

Well we did it – and we couldn’t have had 
nicer weather or better people to sup-
port our cause! The Westshore Relay is 

over but I am still smiling from the overwhelming 
love that was felt by all. 

Our event was a great success, coming in 
almost $10,000 over our original goal and still 
going. We have team fundraisers scheduled over 
the summer and a few donations that will not 

be released until July.  I consider this a huge 
achievement and sincerely appreciate everyone 
who helped make it happen.

I found myself crying as I announced the 
amount of money raised, $36,000 so far, to the 
crowd Sunday morning. I know how much work 
we all put into this event and it was heartwarm-
ing to have it pay off. I took on this Relay three 
years ago when it was down and out, and now 
we are breathing new life into it together. 

A wedding photo of Marilyn 
and Sam Sheppard.
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United in fight against cancer
Relay for Life surpasses fundraising goal

by EILEEN VERNON

In celebration of its 20th year, The Bay 
Village Foundation voted last month to 
approve two major projects. Trustees 

voted to make an anniversary gift to the 
families of Bay Village by refurbishing and 
adding new features to the Play in Bay play-
ground in Cahoon Memorial Park.

Twenty years ago, Bay Village City 
Council set up a private fund to help two 

groups of volunteers that were raising 
funds for the Play in Bay playground and 
for the expansion of the Bay Way Cabin. 
Council President T. Richard Martin sug-
gested that a separate fund be set up to act 
as a private account to hold the incoming 
funds during the drives. The new fund was 
called The Future of Bay.

Both groups succeeded in their goals 

FREE
FREE TO READ!
FREE TO WRITE!
Submit your story
online by July 17

at wbvobserver.com

VOLUME 7 • ISSUE 13  |  Community News Powered by the Citizens of Westlake and Bay Village  |  JULY 7, 2015

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
D

EN
N

Y 
W

EN
D

EL
L

Bay Village Foundation plans 
anniversary gift to residents

The Bay Village Foundation will add new features, replace worn materials 
and enhance the safety of the Play in Bay playground as a gift to residents in 
celebration of the group’s 20th anniversary.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   

Our community’s favorite newspaper, 
written by the residents of Westlake & Bay Village./wbvobserver

 » See PLAY IN BAY page 2

The Westlake Fire Department received 
two awards at the July 2 Westlake City 
Council meeting.

The first, presented by the American 
Heart Association, was the organization’s Mis-
sion Lifeline Silver Award, which recognized 
the Westlake Fire Department’s high standard 
of cardiac care and transport of patients suf-
fering from a STEMI, a severe heart attack 
that requires urgent treatment to prevent 
death. Of the 1,400 agencies in the state that 
provide emergency services, only 51 received 
the award.

The second award was a recognition from 
St. John Medical Center for excellent care of 
cardiovascular patients for the year 2014. 
 

Pictured left to right: Alexander Kuhn (American Heart Association), Chief James Hughes, firefighter Nick Dangel, 
firefighter Paul Carroll,  firefighter Tyler Kelly, Asst. Chief Mike Freeman, firefighter Eric Szytec, Capt. Russ Hetman, 
firefighter John Kish, firefighter Glen Netkowicz, Lt. Doug Vasi, Linda Owen (St. John Medical Center, manager of 
cardiovascular services) and Bill Young (St. John Medical Center CEO).

Westlake firefighters 
honored with two awards
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by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

The opportunity for artists 
to display their work in the 
Community of Fine Arts 

Show for the month of August pro-
vides exposure of their work for sale 
and a possibility of prize money. But 
registration for the 2015 COFA, a 
juried art show, which the Westlake-
Westshore Arts Council founded 16 
years ago, has a July 13 deadline for art 
work submission.

The W-WAC accepts works for 
the COFA from amateur/semi-profes-
sionals, 18 years or older, and in five 
categories: Oil/Acrylic; Watercolor; 
Drawing/Pen & Ink; Charcoal/Pastel; 
and Photography.

The 16th edition of COFA will take 
place August 3 through 29 at Westlake 

Porter Public Library, which has gra-
ciously hosted the event for the past 
several years. 

Details of how works are submitted 
for possible entry, fees, prizes and other 
pertinent information are outlined on 
the entry form, which is available online 
at w-wac.org. For more information 
contact Robert Pearl at 440-554-7522 or 
email at robrtpearl@aol.com. 

Rewarding invitation for artists

Polly Barrett’s watercolor, “A Wild Ride,” 
was exhibited in the 2014 COFA.

by CONDA BOYD

The Bay Village City Hall micro-
phone project moved another 
step closer to completion at City 

Council’s June 29 meeting, when Claire 
Banasiak, chair of LWV-Greater Cleve-
land’s Bay Village chapter, presented a 
check for $10,000 to Council President 
Paul Koomar. The total cost of the proj-
ect, which is expected to be completed 
by early fall, is estimated at $16,000.

High-quality microphones will be 
purchased for Council chambers and 
for the conference room where com-
mittee meetings are held. 

As noted in the LWV’s presenta-
tion letter, by accepting the gift, the 
City agrees to install and maintain the 
system and to “record all open meet-
ings and make recordings available to 
the public at no charge through the 
city web site for both listening and 
download.”

Since May 18, Council has been 
posting its meeting recordings to the 
web. However, the sound quality is 
poor. Superior pickups will produce 
clearer recordings – and speakers 
installed in Council chambers will 

Loud and clear 
from city hall

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS

 » See MICROPHONES page 2

by KAREN DERBY

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency 
(EPA) has awarded 

Bay High School the Energy 
Star Building label, 
recognizing the 
school as one of the 
most energy effi-
cient K-12 school 
facilities in the 
United States.

Bay High earned a 
score of 96 on the 100-
point scale, far exceeding 
the required score of 75 in 
the rigorous examination of 
energy efficiency.

“You are not just saving 
energy and money with your 
investments in efficiency,” 
said Ted Bedell of Gardiner, 
the district’s partner in iden-
tifying and implementing 
energy conservation strate-
gies. “You are reducing your 
carbon footprint to the ben-
efit of our environment.”

by NELSON BLOUNT

“Let my heart be broken 
with the things that 
break the heart of 

God.” These words by Bob 
Pierce, who in 1970 was presi-
dent of Youth for Christ, were 
written after visiting children 
suffering in Korea. His mission 

for this organization was “to 
meet emergency needs in crisis 
areas through existing evan-
gelical mission agencies and 
national churches.” Since 1993 
the leadership of Samaritan’s 
Purse (Franklin Graham) have 
delivered more than 124 million 
gift-filled shoeboxes. There are 
500,000 volunteers worldwide.

Today, some 46 years later, 
Operation Christmas Child con-
tinues to make a difference in 
the lives of children through-
out the world. This year six 
unreached groups of people will 
be the recipients of shoeboxes 
filled with toys and other items 
for the first time along with 
shoeboxes being delivered to 
over 100 countries. There are so 
many millions of children in our 
world who have never received 
a gift of any kind, much less a 
shoebox filled with gifts.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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CELEBRATING 8 YEARS OF CITIZEN JOURNALISM

Bay Village 
cracks down on 
dogs at large
by DENNIS DRISCOLL

To establish an effective remedy to address a serious 
initial dog attack as occurred this past summer, 
the Bay Village City Council revised ordinance 

section 505.01 regarding animals running at large. While 
the revised ordinance has the same running-at-large pro-
hibitions as the prior ordinance, the revised ordinance 
has escalating penalties which provides Bay Village with 
broad authority to deter a future dog attack.

The running-at-large restrictions prohibit the owner 
of a dog, cat or other animal from allowing the animal to 
remain upon any public street or on any city park except 
under the reasonable control of a responsible person. 
The ordinance further requires that, while on private 
property, the animal be contained on the private prop-
erty and not allowed to cross outside the property line.

Under the revised ordinance, upon an owner’s 
first violation of this ordinance, the owner is guilty of 
a minor misdemeanor and can be fined up to $150.

 » See DOGS page 2

Westlake church launches 
Operation Christmas Child

 » See CHILD page 2

Getting a scary makeover

Make-up artist Katie Lane transforms Arabella into a vampire 
as she teaches Halloween face-painting tricks to teens during 
a workshop at the Bay Village branch library on Oct. 12.

WHS senior 
selected as best  
jazz drummer

Westlake High School 
senior Jeremy McCabe 

was selected to perform in the 
All-State Jazz Band at the Ohio 
Music Educators Conference in 
Cleveland the week of Feb. 1-4, 
2017. Jeremy submitted his audi-
tion this spring and was selected 
as the only drummer in the band. 
Students from all over Ohio sub-
mitted audition recordings for 
this prestigious honor. 

Bay High saving energy, 
dollars and environment

 » See ENERGY page 4

The Fall Fairy and a juggler at Westlake’s Fall Festival & Pumpkin Hunt entertain a long line of families 
waiting to select from over 400 pumpkins at the pumpkin patch. More than 1,000 people attended the 
event featuring free hayrides, balloon artists and treats. See more: wbvobserver.com/photoblogs.
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Fall
Festival
Fun

by CAITLYN HARTZELL, 
ADDISON MEAUX, ABBIE 
DENT and PHOEBE 
SUTHERLAND

This is the first in a series of 
three articles from members 
of Explorer Club 360 on the 
health of Porter 
Creek, a stream 
that flows through 
Westlake and Bay 
Village, exiting at 
Huntington Beach 
into Lake Erie.

Our concern 
regarding 
the creek 

came from a study 
conducted by the 
Cuyahoga County 
Health Depart-
ment as reported 
in their June 30, 

2014, “A Holistic Watershed 
Approach to Health at Hun-
tington Beach.”

In summary the report 
stated that E. coli from Porter 
Creek was responsible for 
closing the beach for 10-20 
percent of the swimming 

season. Our assignment was 
to do a visual assessment of 
the creek, observing the pres-
ence of physical debris, foam, 
wildlife, bank erosion and the 
water characteristics such as 
flow, turbidity and clarity. 

by TARA WENDELL

Westlake Mayor Dennis 
Clough gave his 33rd 
annual State of the 

City address to members of 
the business community at the 
March 13 West Shore Chamber 
of Commerce luncheon. The 
annual presentation highlights 
the work of the city’s depart-
ments over the previous year, 
offers a snapshot of the city’s 
finances and provides a look at 
upcoming projects.

Westlake’s healthy budget 
and strong, diverse tax base allow 
the city to provide a high level of 
service and many community 
improvements. Business incen-
tives entice large companies to 
locate and remain in Westlake.

“We do pride ourselves on 
the relationship we have devel-
oped with the business commu-
nity,” Clough said. “To tell you 
that the city of Westlake contin-
ues to grow is often an under-
statement.”

Thir ty-s ix  businesses 
opened, expanded or relocated 

within Westlake during 2017, 
totaling more than 156,000 
square feet of retail space and 
65,000 square feet of industrial 
space. Commercial and residen-
tial construction combined gen-
erated a total investment in the 
city of more than $100 million 
over the last year.

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 
and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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Westlake Rain & Garden 
Show will explore ways 
to protect watershed

 » See GARDEN SHOW page 2

 » See EXPLORER page 2

Mayor Clough addresses 
the state of Westlake

Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough 
speaks to members of the West 
Shore Chamber on March 13.
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by MICHAELA KEKEDY

“Protecting Our Future” 
is this year’s theme for 
the City of Westlake’s 

Rain and Garden Show, which will 
be held at Crocker Park’s Market 
Square on Saturday, March 24, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. The event is free 
and open to the public.

“The use of sustainable prac-
tices and conservation throughout 
our watershed helps protect our 
future,” said Robert Kelly, director 
of the Westlake Engineering Depart-
ment. “We bring local vendors and 
organizations together at this fami-
ly-friendly event, appealing to both 
adults and children to make it easier 
to learn how to help keep our local 
waterways clean and sustainable.”

The city of Westlake’s storm 
drainage watershed consists of 
seven major streams and creeks that 
eventually discharge to Lake Erie: 
Cahoon, Porter, Schwartz, Sperry, 
Wilhelmy, Wischmeyer and Wolf. 
These creeks have about 150 miles 
of storm sewers that collect rain 
from developed areas like parking 
lots, roadways and buildings.

“Lake Erie is our sole source 
of drinking water and a vital rec-
reational and economic resource 
for the region,” said Wesley Davis, 
civil engineer for the city’s Engi-
neering Department. “People can 
take simple steps to help minimize 
debris, fertilizers, chemicals and 
other contaminants from entering 
the watershed.”

Explorer Club 360: Visual 
assessment of Porter Creek

Bay Village middle schoolers Caitlyn, Abbie, Addison and Phoebe 
study a Porter Creek watershed map.

Hundreds of Bay High School students participated in the National School Walkout on 
March 14, observing 17 minutes of silent reflection in remembrance of the lives lost in the 
Parkland, Florida, school shooting, and to show their support for other schools that have 
undergone similar tragedies. The walkout was entirely student led and organized. Students 
worked with the school administration which supported the showing of student activism. 
Pictured are Julia Martin, holding a sign, and event organizer Danielle Cooke. See more 
photos of the event by Bay High student photographer Connor Starowesky on page  4.

17 minutes of silence
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have donated to help 
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by FRED GREEN

Every year the VFW has recurring awards for 
law enforcement officer (LEO), firefighter, and 
emergency medical technician (EMT) of the year. 

These are local, district, state and national programs.
The program chair for our Bay Village VFW Post 

9693 is Patrick McGinty, a Bay resident. This year we 
received one input and that was for LEO of the year.

This year’s LEO award winner was police Chief 
Mark Spaetzel. He was recognized at an outdoor cer-
emony behind the police station on May 29, days before 
his retirement. He was given a certificate signed by the 

Post commander and program chair, and was awarded a 
$100 donation to the charity of his choice – the Alzheim-
er’s Association. A plaque was installed in the Bay Village 
police station with the name and year of the winner.

Patrick McGinty made the presentation of the LEO 
award and as a final official duty as commander, I added 
some comments to thank Chief Spaetzel for his support 
over the years.

Our LEO winner was not chosen by the district to 
move to the state competition, but he will always be 
Bay Village VFW LEO for 2019-2020. Congratulations 
from all of our members and thank you from a grateful 
community. 

VFW honors chief with LEO award
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Patrick McGinty hands former police Chief Mark 
Spaetzel a certificate in honor of his LEO award from 
the VFW Post 9693.


